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"before, my father had retired for several days to Saint Lazare,
where was his confessor, and added something on the piety of
his life. The King exhorted me to behave well, and promised
to take care of me. When my father was first taken ill,
several persons, amongst others, D'Aubigne, brother of Madame
de Maintenon, had asked for the governorship of Blaye. But
the King refused them all, and said very bluntly to D'Aubignd,,
" Is there not a son ?" He had, in fact, always given my father
to understand I should succeed him, although generally he did
not allow offices to descend from father to son.

Let me say a few words about my father. Our family in
my grandfather's time had become impoverished; and niy
father was early sent to the Court as page to Louis XIII. It
was very customary then for the sons of reduced gentlemen to
accept this occupation. The King was passionately fond of
hunting, an amusement that was carried on with far less state,
without that abundance of dogs, and followers, and conve-
nience of all kinds which his successor introduced, and espe-
cially without roads through the forests. My father, who
noticed the impatience of the King at the delays that occurred
in changing horses, thought of turning the head of the horse
he brought towards the crupper of that which the King
quitted. By this means, without putting his feet to the
ground, his Majesty, who was active, jumped from one horse
to another. He was so pleased that whenever he changed
horses, he asked for this same page. From that time my
father grew day by day in favour. The King made him Chief
Ecuyer, and in course of years bestowed other rewards upon
him, created him Due and peer of France, and gave him the
Government of Blaye. My father, much attached to the King,,
followed him in all his expeditions, several times commanded
the cavalry of the army, was commander-in-chief of all the
arrierebans of the kingdom, and acquired great reputation in
the field for his valour and skill. "With Cardinal Eichelieu he
was intimate without sympathy, and more than once, but
notably on the famous Day of the Dupes, rendered signal
service to that minister. My father used often, to be startled